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QUESTIONNAIRE ON INVESTMENT IN 

TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

 

 

 

A. PRACTICAL DETAILS 

 

 

a) This questionnaire gathers statistical data for the period 1992 – 2011. It 

contains the two following tables, presented in Excel format. 

 table I, which contains series on total gross transport infrastructure 

investments; 

 table II, which contains series on transport infrastructure maintenance. 

 

Data to be reported should be expressed in national currency in current prices 

 

b) Replies to the questionnaire should be sent by email to the Secretariat 

mario.barreto@oecd.org by 20 February 2013 at the latest. 

 

c) The aim of this exercise is to identify long-term development trends for all 

countries, rather than exact data for any given year.  If it is difficult to obtain 

data for certain years, respondents are invited to give their best estimate for 

those years and to indicate this by inserting the letter “e” in the column 

immediately after the figure.  

 

d) Changes in series should be indicated by the letter “c” in the column 

immediately after the figure with an explanatory footnote at the bottom of the 

page. 

 

e) The Glossary for Transport Statistics (fourth edition) published jointly by 

EUROSTAT, the International Transport Forum, and the UN/ECE in 2009, 

gives definitions of infrastructure for rail, road, inland waterway, maritime 

and air transport.  The Glossary also gives definitions of investment 

expenditure and maintenance expenditure. The Glossary can be downloaded 

from the following address: 

http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/Pub/pdf/09GloStat.pdf . The 

Annex 1 also contains complementary definitions coming from the European 

Investment Bank. 

 

f) Space has been left for footnotes at the foot of each Table. Respondents can 

use this space to give any explanation needed, especially if the definitions 

they use differ from the standard definition. 

 

g) Requests for any further information about the questionnaire should be 

addressed to Mario BARRETO at the International Transport Forum : 
mario.barreto@oecd.org 
Telephone: (33) 1 45 24 97 22 

 

 

mailto:mario.barreto@oecd.org
http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/Pub/pdf/09GloStat.pdf
mailto:mario.barreto@oecd.org
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B. INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

 

1. Gross investment expenditure (Table I) 

 

Table I. deals with the total gross investment expenditure on transport 

infrastructure (both government and private investments). 

 

Please give the total gross investment expenditure (new construction, 

extension, reconstruction and major repairs) on transport infrastructure 

(building and other construction, machinery and equipment -- excluding 

vehicles and rolling stock) in national currency at current prices for each year 

of the period 1992 - 2011.  

 

Please check that the data supplied for the previous survey and already 

entered in the questionnaire are correct.  Revise them if necessary to ensure 

that the series for the period 1992 - 2011 are as consistent as possible. 

 

For definitions, see the Glossary for Transport Statistics. See also Annex 1 

for the definition of investment in road infrastructure. Please note that 

infrastructures that are not open to the general public are not to be included 

in this survey. 

 

Please make every effort to provide statistics or even estimates, particularly 

where it was not possible to provide figures for the previous survey. If the 

figures are estimates, please indicate this by inserting the letter “e” after the 

figure. Changes in series should be indicated by the letter “c” with an 

explanatory footnote at the bottom of the page 

 

For data on roads, please insert a footnote to indicate whether urban roads are 

included or not. 

 

If an international infrastructure project has been funded by several countries, 

each country should indicate only their own contribution. 

 

 

2. Maintenance expenditure (Table II) 

 

Please give maintenance expenditure on transport infrastructure in national 

currency at current prices for the years 1992 to 2011.  Use the same 

categories as for investment expenditure. 

 

Only maintenance expenditure financed by government (State, regional and 

local authorities) should be included; do not include expenditure financed by 

the private sector. 

 

Report expenditures on routine maintenance undertaken to maintain the 

infrastructure in good condition, including surface maintenance and routine 
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repairs: for roads, for instance, maintenance of surface characteristics, 

shoulders etc. For inland waterways, spending on lock maintenance is to be 

included.  Maintenance expenditures do not include routine operations such 

as cleaning, sweeping, and clearing snow.  For a more detailed definition of 

maintenance expenditure for roads, see Annex 1. 

 

If using different definitions, please indicate this in a footnote. 

 

Please check that the data supplied for the previous survey and printed on the 

questionnaire are correct.  Revise them if necessary to ensure that the series 

for the period 1992 - 2011 is as consistent as possible. 
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ANNEX I 

 

 

 

 

EXPENDITURE ON ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE 

INVESTMENT AND MAINTENANCE 
 

Terminology and classification 
 

 

 

A study carried out for the EIB and entitled “Road maintenance: a review for project 

evaluation” adopted the following definitions which are to be applied to the current 

survey. 

 

 

1. Routine Maintenance: 

 

a) Recurrent Works: Localised repairs (less than 150 m in continuous length) of 

pavement and shoulder defects, and regular maintenance of road 

drainage, side slopes, verges and furniture. (Examples: pothole 

patching, crack sealing, reshaping side drains, repairing and 

cleaning culverts and drains, vegetation control, dust control, 

erosion control, snow and sand removal from travelled ways, 

repainting pavement strips and markings, repairing or replacing 

traffic signs, guard-rails, signals, lighting standards, roadside 

cleaning and maintenance of rest areas, etc.). In the road budget, 

financing is normally by means of an annual expenditure. 

 

 

2. Periodic "Capital" Maintenance: 

 

a) Resurfacing: Full-width resurfacing, or treatment of the existing pavement or 

roadway to maintain surface characteristics and structural integrity, 

and inclusive of minor shape correction, surface patching or 

restoration of skid resistance as required. (Examples: slurry seals 

and surface treatments as single or double surface dressing, friction 

courses, open graded asphalt, asphalt surfacing of limited thickness). 

Alternative terms in use are "preventive maintenance". In the road 

budget, financing is either by means of an annual expenditure or a 

planned programme.  

 

b) Rehabilitation: Full-width, full-length surfacing with selective strengthening 

and shape correction of existing pavement (inclusive of repair of 

drainage and structures, and safety measures as required) to improve 

ride quality and enhance pavement life by increasing the existing 

structural capacity. (Examples: asphalt concrete overlays, selective 

deep patching of pavement layers and overlays, granular overlay and 

surfacing, surface treatment with major shape correction, recycling 
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of one or more pavement layers). In the road budget, financing can 

be either by means of a planned programme or a special capital 

allocation of funds. The works are usually justified through in situ 

pavement survey and testing, using sound engineering practices 

such as, for instance, core samples, and measures of deflection, 

bearing capacity and unevenness. Alternative terms in use are 

"overlays" or "strengthening". 

 

 

3. Road Investments 

 

a) Reconstruction: Full-width, full-length reconstruction of the roadway 

pavement (usually of all the pavement layers up to subgrade level) 

and of the road shoulders, mostly on an existing alignment, 

including the rehabilitation of the drainage structures, enhancing the 

actual functional and physical standards of the road. 

 

b) Upgrading: Geometric improvements of the roadway related to width, 

curvature or gradient, pavement, shoulders or structures, in order to 

enhance traffic capacity, travel speed or road safety; and inclusive of 

associated "rehabilitation", "resurfacing" and/or "reconstruction", as 

required in different sections of the road. The works may include 

limited realignments. Alternative terms in use are "betterment" or 

"improvement". 

 

c) New Construction: Full-width, full-length construction of a road on a new 

alignment; upgrading of an existing gravel or earth road to paved 

standard; and "road widening" with provision of additional traffic 

lanes or carriageways of existing roads. 

 

The first two categories, namely routine maintenance and periodic “capital” 

maintenance, correspond to maintenance expenditure (Table II) in the sense of the 

survey. The third category corresponds to investment (Table I). 

 


